Holden utes are canvases in an innovative paddock
: .exh:hltmn m_ﬂ_le cen‘tral West uf New South Wales.
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WHAT 1S THE FASCIMATION WE HUMAN BEINGS HAVE FOR
sticking vehicles in the air on poles? We all know about the
airborme WE Holden ute in Deniliguin, In southern Mew South
Wales. There's also a Peugeot on a pole near Pooncarie, in the
far west of MSW. Now, the gecgraphic centre of NSW Is about to
1ake cantre slage — pode position, if you like - with a “Utes in the
Paddock' cisplay that is 3ei 10 become a towist attraction,

It all began when Sydney businessman Graham Plckles
and hiz wife, Jana, stopped near the Texas town of Amarillo
1o check out Gadillac Ranch while driving on Route 66 in the
United States. There, 10 classic Cadillacs have been partially
buried, allowing tourists 1o paint their panels. “| couldn't believe
it,” Graham says. “In the middle of nowhere, this was attracting
literally hundrads of visilors a day.”

Al the time, Graham and Jana had just bought historic
Burrawang West Station at Ootha, between Parkes and
Condobalin, NSW, which ran Angus cattle and operated as a
Dorper stud, (For those who dren't up on their sheep breeds,
Dorpers wara originally bred in South Africa by putting Dorset
Horn rams over Blacknead Persian ewes. Dorpers shed their
fieaces, S0 there’s no shearing, crutching or mulesing.) The
station is algo a luury retreat, and Graham and Jana weng on
the loakaut for tourist drawcands,

On the lang joumay through to Los Angeles, the germ of an
idea graw in Granam's mind. While Cadis are guintessentially
American, Holden utes are iconically Australian; and instead
af ketting tourists loose on the cars with a spray can, why not
approach recognisec arists 1o transform the utes into works of
art? “When the first utea went up in the paddock, everyone thought
wia wieng mad,” Graham laughs. “But, by the time the second one
was in place. the community was right behind it, donating utes
'I've oot this old EH in the shed ... | was going 10 restone i1, but Il
probaby never get around to it') and helping by sanding. prming
and preparing the cars for the artists - it's been great.”

Graham originally plannad to feature 12 painted ules in his
outdoor ‘galleny’, but donations have been s generous that the
collection now covers all of Holden's 17 different body shapes.
Lightring Ridoe artist John Muray was the first 1o get invobeed.
“Graham had been aware of my work for a long time, having
visited my studio many times,” John says. “Whan | received an
email asking if | was interasted, | thought i was a crary idea but it
appealed 1o me Decausa | was ¢oing something aqually nuts at the
e = trying to build a 16-metre-high status of a bind in Girdslle,”

John visited Burawang to determing whathar Graham was
‘fair dinkum®. “He really believed in the project and was s0
enthusiastic that | couldn't help gatting invoived,” ha says. “The
pay's great = nothing! But Graham is very genarous in pulling
artists up - and it's a nice place to ba. | put him in touch with
other artists, and it's all gona from there.”

John's canvas, a 1971 HQ now titled Circle Work, features
a flock of galahs, and is held aloft by a galah. "You know
circle work = driving a ute flat out in cirgles around a pacddock,
preferably when ‘Bundied-up' at a B&3,” John says. "The galahs
represent the larrikinism, and the galah towing the ute away
represents the ‘fun police’.”

While some of the contributing artists are from interstate -
ong Is from Adelaide and ong from the Sunshine Coast - most
are from west of the Blue Mountains in Mew South Wales,
Pater Browne, of Silverion, spent a lot of lima wilth his mate
Pro Hart before he died. He painted a 1976 HJ ute with "Oh
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Mister Hart' style spontanecus splashes of colour across the bonnet,
plus his own sigrature amus, Not surpasinghy, s called Emute.

Living ‘juest dosan the road’ at Broken Hill Shane Gehlert created Epifach
In Fossl Fosds —a 1877 HE uls panted in outback colours of red, orange,
vellow and blue, standing on its tallgate betwesn two antigue petrol
powrserz, Thie ute feslunes Shane's sigratung creature: a chrome Tobo-mao’.

Pater Mortimer livee in Dubbo but retumed 1o Condobalin 1o create
his masterpiece Clancy Stops the Overiow. It features a 44-gallon
drem atiached to the nosa of a ute, which s painted 1o represent a
Bundy botlke, 45-degrees in the air. Tha drum is the bottle top with a
stee] cable running 1o a steel horse, and Clancy has both hands up
pushing at the front to stop the bottle spiling.

Sydney-based artist Pay Blahuta scored the FX. He has painted a
drover and Ned Kedly in 2 wagon, pulled by three horses going full-peit.
The horses are three-chmensional, macke from sheel st (a1 S700 i raw
maaterial for each horse, an expensive Dusiness).

According ta Graham, the projecl has almost turned into a
competition amaong artists with a love of the outback. | Teal rpgped ofl,”
John Murray jokes. “l rackon | put in a good eford, but the guys are
getiing 5o ambitious; | want another ute to paint.”

He adds the Lites in the Paddock pegect has bean a boon for outback
artiste, “Outback anists are geting togetner and talking again, bt the

reailly greal thing about it is that it's al for the good of outback Australia ™

But the question remains: why? "Basically, it's a platform to promaote
{he idea of visiting outback New South Wales," Graham says. “And while
I'm not suggesting that it can rival Ulery, we'd like 1o suggest that it can
e an indlial reagon 1o coms 10 1he cantral-west,

“Wia'ra working with the Forbes, Parkes and Lachlan tounsm
depariments, devising holiday plans that incorporate drive routes and
take in other local events, such as the Parkes Show or picnic races. Pul
amply, we want pecple 10 see the central west as a great place 1o have
a holiday = that thene are plenty of things 1o 528 and do.”

Local musicians are writing songs for the Utes in the Paddock
wibsite (currently under construclion). One grous s compasing a uie
song which will be the soundirack for an online side show depacting 1he
progress of the utes in the paddock - cals sanding utes, pramung thim
for painting, cutting out rust, then the artists painting them. Anolther is a
cantral wast song that will be run over a collage of local soenes.

Whether or not the tourist poltential is realised, Utes in the Paddock
will probably become a ‘religious’ site for Holden ute fans. It might
even become the site of an annual pligrmage - pedaps the weekend
closast to Movamber 29 (the day the frst FX rolled off the production
lime) would be a fitting date

For further information, visit www.utesinthepaddock.com.au e
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“Outhack artlsts are gettmg together and
g agair the really et hmg a.bout 1t
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Shane Gehlert '
created Epifaph
to Fossil Fuels
on a i977 HZ.
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